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been disinherited under a will that left a large fortune          ^
"under condition of joining the reformed church"; the will was null at law, but Robespierre could not be content with saying this and giving legal reason, he adds in his advice to his client (a priest), " Remember that there is no more formidable enemy to liberty than fanaticism."
A much more famous case, one that went far on appeal          ^
and that, by the nature of the case, brought his name for a moment before the eighteenth-century philosophers, was a defence of the wealthy Vissery who had put up a lightning conductor on his house at St. Omer, and had thereby so affrighted an old rnaid, his neighbour, that she prosecuted him and his conductor as a public danger. It was ordered to be pulled down. On appeal this was reversed. On further appeal (when Robespierre is employed) the final decision was a kind of compromise. The mind of Robespierre was made for such a case.           j
Here was philosophy and all the light of the century          \
called   into   question!     Here was   Franklin   to  be de-          I
fended !    The very narrowness of his sincerity and zeal          ';
lent him  power, and in  a  little while, what with  his           f*
rising name and the nature of his brief, a certain fame spread about his subject. After winning his case in May 1783 (a bare year since he had accepted the magistracy of which I have spoken, and within a few months of his resignation) he was permanently estab-           \
lished in the reputation that led at last to Paris.                         r*
Of the years that follow not very much has been preserved ; their general tenor and the further foundation of his good position alone is certain. A few letters, one specially famous,- a few decisions, are all the documents that .remain. It was during this period of his early manhood, as he approached his thirtieth year, that he           "*
added to his legal work the literary industry I have already described. It is to these years also that belong the vague traditions upon which a faint legend rathero book develops the argument in their favour. They have been thought false upon curiously little evidence.
